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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the filing of the Amendment on 
10/19/2005. The arguments have been considered but the arguments are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. This action is made non-final. 

2. Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 17-20 are is not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of 

applicants' disclosure, specification page 6, lines 6-7 and last two lines , the 

medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, instead being defined as 

including both tangible embodiments (e.g., memories, processors, and ASICs) 

and intangible embodiments (e.g., any mechanism that provides transmitting 

information, electrical, optical, acoustical, or other form of propagated signals 

such as carrier waves, infrared signals, digital signals, etc.). As such, the claim 

is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 

To overcome this type of 101 rejection the claims need to be amended to 
include only the physical computer media and not a transmission media or other 
intangible or non-functional media. For the specification at the bottom, carrier 
medium and transmission media would be not statutory but storage media would 
be statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim language in the following claims is not clearly understood: 

In re claim 1, it is uncertain whether "a wireless network adapter" [claim 1, 
line 9] is second wireless network adapter or refers to "a wireless network 
adapter" [claim 1, line 3]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, 8, 13, 17, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Fukushima, USPGPUB No. 2002/0038400, in view 
of Seki et al., USPGPUB No. 2003/0063592. 

7. In re claim 1 , Fukushima shows a docking station [2 and 65 in fig 5] for a 
portable computer [1 in fig 5], which is detachably attached to a portable 
computer body [1 in fig 5], and the portable computer which includes a wired 
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network adapter [62b, 19 in fig 4] and a wireless network adapter [62a, 8 in fig 4], 
the docking station comprising: 

a network connection part into which a network signal is inputted [65 in fig 
5; paragraphs 0047 and 0049]; 

an Access Point part to generate a wireless network signal for a wireless 
network connection according to the network signal provided from the network 
connection part [67 in fig 6; paragraph s 0070 and 0074]; and 

a switching part to allow the network signal provided from the network 
connection pad to be transmitted to the wired network adapter or the Access 
Point part according to an attachment or detachment state of the portable 
computer body and the docking station [figs 5 and 6; paragraphs 0056 to 0072]. 

Fukushima does not show the Access Point part to wirelessly transmit the 
wireless network signal to a wireless adapter provided in the portable computer 
body, and wherein the Access Point part is integrated within the docking station. 
Seki et al. shows the Access Point part [22, figs 4 and 5] to wirelessly transmit 
the wireless network signal to a wireless adapter [44, fig 5] provided in the 
portable computer body [21 , fig 5], and wherein the Access Point part is 
integrated within the docking station [22, figs 4 and 5]. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to include the Access Point part to wirelessly transmit the wireless network 
signal to a wireless adapter provided in the portable computer body, and wherein 
the Access Point part is integrated within the docking station since it would 
provide user friendly by carrying single portable compute body instead of carrying 
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two separate portable body and access point, and can improve the 
communication performance between the access point and the station since the 
wireless access point can automatically set up a free channel not used for 
communication as a channel [Seki et al., paragraph 0021]. 

8. In re claim 2, Fukushima shows the switching part allows the network 
signal provided from the network connection part to be transmitted to the wired 
network adapter provided in the portable computer body when the portable 
computer body is attached to the docking station [paragraphs 0059 and 0060]. 

9. In re claim 3, Fukushima shows the switching part allows the network 
signal provided from the network connection part to be transmitted to the Access 
Point part when the portable computer body is detached from the docking station 
[paragraph 0070]. 

10. In re claim 4, Fukushima shows the Access Point part transmits the 
wireless network signal generated by a transmitted network signal to the wireless 
network adapter provided in the portable computer body when the portable 
computer body is detached from the docking station [paragraph 0070]. 

11. In re claim 5, Fukushima shows the switching part allows the network 
signal provided from the network connection part to be transmitted to the Access 
Point part when the portable computer body is detached from the docking station 
[paragraph 0070]. 

12. In re claim 8, Fukushima shows a system [fig 5] comprising: 
a network [65 in fig 5; paragraph s 0047 and 0049]; 
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a portable computer [1 in fig 5], comprising: 

a wired network adapter [62b, 19 in fig 4], and 

a wireless network adapter [62a, 8 in fig 4]; and 

a docking station [2, 65 in fig 5] to physically connect to the portable 
computer, comprising: 

a network connecting unit to receive a network signal from the network [65 
in fig 5; paragraphs 0047 and 0049], 

a switching unit to transmit the network signal from the network connecting 
unit to an access point unit when the portable computer is not physically 
connected to the docking station and to transmit the network signal from the 
network connecting unit to the wired network adapter when the portable 
computer is physically connected to the docking station [figs 5 and 6; paragraphs 
0056 to 0072], and 

the access point unit to generate a wireless network signal from the 
network signal and to wirelessly transmit the wireless network signal to the 
wireless network adapter when the portable computer is not physically connected 
to the docking station [paragraph 0070]. 

Fukushima does not show the access point init is integrated within the 
docking station. Seki et al. shows an access point unit is integrated within the 
docking station [22, figs 4 and 5]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the 
access point unit is integrated within the docking station since it would provide 
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user friendly by carrying single portable compute body instead of carrying two 
separate portable body and access point, and can improve the communication 
performance between the access point and the station since the wireless access 
point can automatically set up a free channel not used for communication as a 
channel [Seki et al., paragraph 0021]. 

13. In re claim 13, Fukushima shows a method, comprising: 

receiving a network signal from a network [65 in fig 5; paragraphs 0047 
and 0049]; 

determining whether a portable computer is physically connected to a 
docking station [paragraph 0057]; 

transmitting the network signal to a wired network adapter that is included 
in the portable computer if the portable computer is physically connected to the 
docking station [figs 5 and 6]; and 

generating a wireless network signal from the network signal via an 
Access Point part, and wirelessly transmitting the wireless network signal to a 
wireless network adapter that is included in the portable computer if the portable 
computer is not physically connected to the docking station [figs 6 and 4]. 

Fukushima does not show the access point init is integrated within the 
docking station. Sekj et al. shows an access point unit is integrated within the 
docking station [22, figs 4 and 5]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the 
access point unit is integrated within the docking station since it would provide 
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user friendly by carrying single portable compute body instead of carrying two 
separate portable body and access point, and can improve the communication 
performance between the access point and the station since the wireless access 
point can automatically set up a free channel not used for communication as a 
channel [Seki et al., paragraph 0021]. 

14. In re claim 17, Fukushima shows a machine-readable medium that 
provides instructions [62 in fig 4], which, when executed by a machine [fig 4], 
cause the machine to perform operations comprising: 

receiving a network signal from a network [65 in fig 5; paragraphs 0047 
and 0049]; 

determining whether a portable computer is physically connected to a 
docking station [paragraph 0057]; 

transmitting the network signal to a wired network adapter that is included 
in the portable computer if the portable computer is physically connected to the 
docking station [figs 5 and 6]; and 

generating a wireless network signal from the network signal via an 
Access Point part, and wirelessly transmitting the wireless network signal to a 
wireless network adapter that is included in the portable computer if the portable 
computer is not physically connected to the docking station [figs 6 and 4]. 

Fukushima does not show the access point init is integrated within the 
docking station. Seki et al. shows an access point unit is integrated within the 
docking station [22, figs 4 and 5]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the 
access point unit is integrated within the docking station since it would provide 
user friendly by carrying single portable compute body instead of carrying two 
separate portable body and access point, and can improve the communication 
performance between the access point and the station since the wireless access 
point can automatically set up a free channel not used for communication as a 
channel [Seki et al., paragraph 0021]. 

15. In re claim 20, Fukushima shows a method, comprising: 

receiving a network signal from a network [65 in fig 5; paragraphs 0047 
and 0049]; 

determining whether a portable computer is physically connected to a 
docking station [paragraph 0057]; 

transmitting the network signal to a wired network adapter that is included 
in the portable computer if the portable computer is physically connected to the 
docking station [figs 5 and 6]; and 

generating a wireless network signal from the network signal via an 
Access Point part, and wirelessly transmitting the wireless network signal to a 
wireless network adapter that is included in the portable computer if the portable 
computer is not physically connected to the docking station [figs 6 and 4]. 

Fukushima does not show the access point init is integrated within the 
docking station. Seki et al. shows an access point unit is integrated within the 
docking station [22, figs 4 and 5]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the 
access point unit is integrated within the docking station since it would provide 
user friendly by carrying single portable compute body instead of carrying two 
separate portable body and access point, and can improve the communication 
performance between the access point and the station since the wireless access 
point can automatically set up a free channel not used for communication as a 
channel [Seki et al., paragraph 0021]. 

16. Claims 6, 7, 9, 10, 14, 15, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukushima, USPGPUB No. 
2002/0038400, in view of Seki et al., USPGPUB No. 2003/0063592, as applied 
to claims above, and in further view of Kabenjian, US Patent no. 6,834,351. 

17. In re claims 6, 7, 9, 10, 14, 15, 18, and 19 Fukushima does not specifically 
show the network is a local area network or an Internet. Kabenjian shows a LAN 
and an Internet to access a server. The LAN and the Internet are very well 
known in the art that a user access to a server via a LAN or an Internet to get 
information or process business transaction. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
recognize that a network in the Fukushima's system is a LAN and/or an Internet 
because it is well known in the art and provides user friendly by allowing user to 
get local and public information. 

18. Claims 11, 12, 16, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over combination of Fukushima, USPGPUB No. 2002/0038400, 
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Seki et al., USPGPUB No. 2003/0063592, and Kabenjian, US Patent no. 
6,834,351, as applied to claims above, and in further view of Boyle et al., US 
Patent no. Re. 36,381. 

19. In re claims 11, 12, 16 and 20 are Fukushima shows a docking port [41, 
fig 4]. The combination does not show a ground connection pin, wherein the 
switching unit determines whether the portable computer is physically connected 
to the docking station based on a state of the ground connection pin of the 
docking port according to attachment/detachment of the portable computer 
to/from the docking station. Boyle et al. shows a ground connection pin [ground 
pin, col 15, line 26], wherein the switching unit determines whether the portable 
computer is physically connected to the docking station based on a state of the 
ground connection pin of the docking port according to attachment/detachment of 
the portable computer to/from the docking station [col 15, lines 25-30]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to have a ground connection pin, wherein the 
switching unit determines whether the portable computer is physically connected 
to the docking station based on a state of the ground connection pin of the 
docking port unit according to attachment/detachment of the portable computer 
to/from the docking station because it allows to cut power to prevent damaging 
the circuitry [Boyle et al., col 15, lines 29-35]. 



Conclusion 
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The arguments have been considered but the arguments are moot in view 

of the new ground(s) of rejection. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. See 

MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 

forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from" the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



The centralized fax number is 571-273-8300. 

The centralized hand carry paper drop off location is: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the central telephone number (571) 272-2100. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Harold Kim whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4148. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Fritz Fleming can be reached on 571-272-4145. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



April 3, 2006/HK 




Patent Examiner 




